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AS PART of India’s G20
Presidency between December
2022 and November 2023, the
Government is planning to host
five key meetings focusing on
the “culture track” at Khajuraho,
Bhubaneswar, Hampi and Agra,
The Indian Express has learnt.

These cities have been cho-

sen mainly for well-known
monuments and UNESCO World
Heritage Sites such as Taj Mahal
and Agra Fort (UP), the Hindu
and Jain temples of Khajuraho
(Madhya Pradesh), the Konark
Sun Temple around 65 km from
Bhubaneswar (Odisha), and the
sites at Hampi (Karnataka). Agra
will host two of the five meet-
ings, it is learnt.

The Government had an-
nounced last month that there

will be 215 meetings in all,
spread across 55 sites, covering
most states during India's G20
presidency. The main summit
will be held in September at
Delhi's International Exhibition
Cum Convention Centre at
Pragati Maidan, which is
presently under construction
and will be ready by mid-2023.

For the culture track, a G20
Secretariat has been set up in the 
Ministry of Culture, which will
hire a professional agency “for
research, documentation and
coordination work for the G20
work-stream ofculture”, accord-
ing to records reviewed by The
Indian Express. Besides the five

meetings, around 250 cultural
events will be held on the side-
lines for delegates for the dura-
tion of the G20 presidency, offi-

cials said.
Setting the cultural agenda

for the meetings, the records
state: “This presidency also pro-
vides a fantastic opportunity for
India to shape the global agenda
on culture across multiple work
streams and engagement areas.
These include: a) protection and
restitution of cultural property;
b) advancement of traditional
cultural practices for sustainable
living; c) promotion of cultural
and creative industries for liveli-
hood generation; and d) preser-
vation and dissemination ofcul-
ture by leveraging technology.”

Earlier, Siliguri, Rann of
Kutch, Kashmir and Goa had
been finalised as destinations
for various G20 meetings by the

Ministry of Tourism. Officials
said India's presidency will be
used as an opportunity to push
the country as a preferred tourist
destination, with delegates to be
taken on familiarisation tours.

During the G20 Presidency
starting December 1 this year,
India will invite Bangladesh,
Egypt, Mauritius, Netherlands,
Nigeria, Oman, Singapore, Spain
and UAE as guest countries. The
G20 is an intergovernmental fo-
rum comprising 19 countries —
Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, China, France, Germany,
India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan,
South Korea, Mexico, Russia,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa,
Turkey, the UK, the US — and the
European Union.
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER
Hav Sohan Singh, SM 

(21 Sep 1964-17 Oct 2004)

On this day we salute and pay homage to a gallant

soldier who laid down his life for the Nation while 

protecting the Territorial Integrity of India, along

the Line of Control in Jammu & Kashmir in finest

traditions of the Indian Army.

May your Soul attain Moksha.

Commanding Officer and All Ranks 3 GRENADIERS 
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MAHARASHTRA NAVANIRMAN
Sena (MNS) chief Raj Thackeray
on Sunday wrote to Deputy
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis requesting the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) not
to contest Andheri (East) bypoll
against Rutuja Latke, wife of late
Shiv Sena leader Ramesh Latke.
Responding to his letter,
Fadnavis said that he cannot
take the decision alone and that
the matter needs to be dis-
cussed at the senior level in the
party. 

Hours later, MLA Pratap
Sarnaik of the Balasahebanchi
Shiv Sena led by Eknath Shinde
wrote to the Chief Minister, re-
questing him to not contest the
bypoll against Rutuja Latke.

Meanwhile, Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) chief
Sharad Pawar also appealed to
the BJP to make the bypoll an
unopposed contest by with-
drawing its candidate.
Addressing a press conference
at his home, Silver Oak, on
Sunday, Pawar said it didn’t
make any sense to hold the by-
poll considering the tenure left
on the seat is only for one-and-
a-half years. “It is better to let
Rutuja (Latke) win unopposed.
Contesting an election for the
sake of 1.5 years is meaningless.
It takes a heavy toll on all the
candidates who contest assem-
bly elections. It is better to avoid
it this time,” said Pawar.

Raj Thackeray's letter to
Fadnavis comes a day after his
meeting with Chief Minister
Shinde. On Sunday morning,
Mumbai unit president ofthe BJP
Ashish Shelar too met him seek-
ing support for party candidate
Murji Patel in the byelection ne-

cessitated after the death of
Ramesh Latke. Latke's wife Rutuja
is contesting the election as a can-
didate from Shiv Sena (UBT). 

“Late Ramesh Latke's wife
Rutuja Latke is contesting the
election after her husband's
death. I have been a witness to
Ramesh Latke's journey from a
worker to MLA. His wife becom-
ing an MLA after his death
would be a tribute to the de-
parted soul. I request the BJP not
to contest the byelection and in-
stead, ensure that Rutuja Latke
becomes the MLA. This will also
be in accordance with
Maharashtra's political culture,”
Raj Thackeray wrote in his letter
to Fadnavis.

Acknowledging Raj
Thackeray’s letter, Fadnavis said,
“I alone cannot take decision in
my party. We have filed the
nomination and announcement
has come from above. We will
have to speak with our leader-
ship before giving reply to this
letter. We will also have to dis-
cuss with our ally
Balasahebanchi Shiv Sena. Only
then can I comment on this.”

Speaking to reporters, NCP
chief Pawar said that consider-
ing the work Ramesh Latke had
done as a corporator and a legis-
lator, it will only be appropriate
to let his wife Rutuja win unop-
posed. “I would not have said
this had it been three or four
years before the next assembly
elections,” he added.

Thanking Pawar, former
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray said that the NCP
chief has preserved the sanctity
of Maharashtra's political cul-
ture with his appeal.

In a statement released after
Pawar’s press conference,
Uddhav Thackeray said the pol-
itics of Maharashtra is based on
higher values and culture.

ANDHERI (EAST) BYPOLL

MNS chief urges BJP
not to contest; let
Rutuja Latke win
unopposed: Pawar

Rutuja Latke, wife of late Shiv Sena leader Ramesh Latke,
with Aaditya Thackeray in Mumbai. File

Five meetings include one at
Hampi in Karnataka. Express

Hampi, Khajuraho on list for G20 culture track

NAGPUR



d¸F³FI FG³F ´FdS ¿FQZ̈ FF ÀF¸FFS û´F
» F û I À F Ø F F J F À F ´ F i d ° F d ³ F ² F e

³ F F ¦ F ´ F c S : d U Q · F F Ê ° F e » F J F ¯ F A F d ¯ F
Jd³Fþ C ôFû¦F ÃFZÂFF¨FZ EI ´FFD »F ´FbP Z
´ F O F U Z ¹ F F À F F N e A F ¹ F û d þ ° F d ¸ F ³ F I F G ³ F
´FdS ¿FQZ¨FF AFþ ÀF¸FFS û´F ÓFF»FF. °Fe³F
d Q U À F Ó F F » F Z » ¹ F F ¨ F ¨ F Ê Z ° F ¹ F Z ± F e » F
C ô F û þ I F a ³ F e ³ F U e ³ F J F ¯ F ² F û S ¯ F
A F ¯ F ¯ ¹ F F ¨ F Z A F d ¯ F À ± F F d ³ F I
C ô F û þ I F a ³ F F À F U » F ° F e Q Z ¯ ¹ F F U S · F S
dQ»FF W û°FF. ÀFUÊ ¸FbôFFaUS S Fª¹F AFd¯F
I Z Ô ý i À F S I F S I û ¯ F ° F e · F c d ¸ F I F § F Z ° F Z
¹FFI O Z ÀFUFË̈ FZ »FF¦F»FZ AFW Z.

S d U U F S ¨ ¹ F F À F ¸ F F S û ´ F e ¹ F À F Â F F ° F
k E ¸ F E À F E B Ê l ¨ F Z À F a ¨ F F » F I ´ F e E ¸ F
´FF»FÊZUFS ¹FFa³Fe À±FFd³FI C ôFûþI Fa³FF
À´F²FFÊ°¸FI ¶F³F¯¹FF¨FZ AFUFW ³F IZ »FZ.
¸FFGBÊ»F, O ¶»¹FcÀFeE»F ÀFFN e »FF¦F¯FFº¹FF

UÀ°Fc ³FF¦F´FbS F°Fc³F §FZ°F»¹FF þF°F ³FFW e.
° ¹ F F ¶ F W b ° F F a V F e d Q » » F e , Q d Ã F ¯ F · F F S ° F
ÎI UF ¸Fba¶FBÊ ¹FZ±Fc³F AF¯F»¹FF þF°FF°F.
I F S ¯ F , Q S À ´ F ² F F Ê ° ¸ F I Q Z ¯ ¹ F F ° F
À±FFd³FI C ôFûþI ¸FF¦FZ ´FO °F AFW Z°F.
°¹FF¸FbTZ À±FFd³FI C ôFûþI Fä FZ C °´FFQ³F
d U I » FZ þ F ° F ³ F F W e . ° F Z À ´ F ² F Ê Z °F d M I ° F
³FFW e. AVFFUZTe dI ¸FF³F MÑ F¹F»F AFGO ÊS
§¹FFUe, ¹FFÀFFN e Ib N d»FW e À´F²FFÊ ³FFW e,

A À F Z W e ° ¹ F F a ³ F e À F c ¨ F U » F Z . ¹ F F ´ F i À F a ¦ F e
O ¶»¹FcÀFeE»F¨FZ ´Fe½W e ¶FF¶Fc, ¸FFGBÊ»F¨FZ
À F W ¸ F W F ½ ¹ F À ± F F ´ F I ( ¸ F M Z d S ¹ F » F )
À F a þ ¹ F ¨ F ü ² F S e , I û d À F ¹ F F ¨ F Z A ² ¹ F Ã F
þb»RZ VF VFW F C ´FdÀ±F°F W û°FZ. þb»RZ VF
VFW F ¹FFa³Fe ¸FF»F JS ZQe ´FidIi ¹FZUS ´FFGUS
´ F F G B Ê ³ M ´ F i Z Ó F Z Ô M Z V F ³ F I Z » F Z . ° ¹ F F ¸ F b T Z
A d » FI O Z ¶ F Q» F Z »¹ FF J S Z Qe ´ F id Ii ¹ F Z° F
ÀFW ·FF¦FFÀFFN e »FF¦F¯FFº¹FF ¶FF¶Fe dUVFQ

I Z » ¹ F F . ° F À F Z ¨ F ° ¹ F F a ³ F e k þ Z ¸ F l ¹ F F
´FûM Ê»FUS I û¯FF»FF QZVFF°F Ib N ZW e ¸FF»F
d U I ¯ ¹ F F ¨ F e À F a ² F e A À F » ¹ F F ¨ F Z
ÀFFad¦F°F»FZ. dUQ·FFÊ°F U²FFÊ AFd¯F ·FaO FS F
¹ F Z ± F e » F » F û J a O I F S J F ³ ¹ F F ° F c ³ F
d ³ F § F ¯ F F S F k À » F G ¦ F l ¸ F û N ë F ´ F i ¸ F F ¯ F F ° F
C ´ F » F ¶ ² F A F W Z . ¸ F F G B Ê » F A F d ¯ F
O ¶ » ¹ F c À F e E » F ³ F Z W F k À » F G ¦ F l

I ûTVFF¨¹FF JF¯Fe¸F²¹FZ ·FS ¯¹FFÀFFN e
U F ´ F S F U Z , A À F Z U Z Q C ´ F F ² ¹ F Ã F ´ F i Q e ´ F
¸ F F W Z V U S ¹ F F a ³ F e À F b ¨ F U » F Z . À F ² ¹ F F ° F Z ± F Z
U F T c M F I ¯ ¹ F F ° F ¹ F Z ° F A F W Z . ° ¹ F F U S
¸ F F G B Ê » F ¨ F Z À F a þ ¹ F ¨ F ü ² F S e ¹ F F a ³ F e
° ¹ F F À F a Q · F F Ê ° F A · ¹ F F À F I Z » F F þ F B Ê » F ,
AÀFZ ÀFFad¦F°F»FZ. ÀF¸FFS û´F I F¹FÊIi ¸FF»FF
I Z Ô ý i e ¹ F À F b Ã ¸ F , » F § F b U ¸ F ² ¹ F ¸ F C ô F û ¦ F
¸ F a Â F e ³ F F S F ¹ F ¯ F S F ¯ F Z A F d ¯ F S F ª ¹ F F ¨ F Z
¸FW ÀFc»F ¸FaÂFe S F²FFIÈ ¿¯F dUJZ ´FFM e»F
C ´FdÀ±F°F S FW c VFI »FZ ³FFW e.
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ÀFû¸F½FFS , rx AFG¢MXû¶FSX sqss ³FF ¦F ´Fc S dQ ³FFa I v

d¸F³FIYFG³F¸FbTZ ¹FF AOX¨F¯Fe QcSX WXû°Fe»F
JF¯FeÔ̈ FZ ³Fc°F³FeIYSX¯FFÀFaQ·FFÊ°Fe»F d³F¯FÊ¹F WXû¯¹FF¨Fe VF¢¹F°FF AFWXZ. °FÀFZ̈ F sqrz ¨¹FF
d¸F³FIYFG³F¸F²¹FZ ÀFFQSX IZY»FZ»FZ JF¯F ²FûSX¯F ÀUeIYFSX¯¹FF°F AF»FZ ³FFWXe. °FZ sw þF³FZUFSXe
sqst »FF ¹FZ̄ ¹FF¨Fe VF¢¹F°FF AFWXZ. ¦FOXd¨FSXû»Fe dþ»Á¹FF°Fe»F ÀFcSXþF¦FOX ¹FZ±Fc³F AFG¹F³FÊ
AûSX ¶FFWXZSX SXFª¹FF°F þF°F AFWXZ. ¦FOXd¨FSXû»Fe, ¨Faýí FcSX dþ»Á¹FF°F CXôFû¦F »FFU¯¹FF¨FF Q¶FFU
ÀFSXIYFSXUSX UFPX¯FFSX AFWXZ. Ed´Fi»F sqst ´F¹FË°F °¹FFÀFaQ·FFÊ°F §Fû¿F¯FF IYSX¯¹FF¨FZ ÀFc°FûUF¨F
CX´F¸Fb£¹F¸FaÂFe RYOX¯FUeÀF ¹FFa³Fe IZY»Fe. kE¸FEÀFE¸FBÊl¸FFRÊY°F CXôFûþIYFa³FF IYûTÀFF
ÀFU»F°Fe¨¹FF QSXF°F d¸FT¯¹FF¨Fe VF¢¹F°FF d³F¸FFÊ̄ F ÓFF»Fe AFWXZ, AÀFF QFUF kUZQl¨FZ A²¹FÃF
QZUZÔýi ´FFSXZJ ¹FFa³Fe IZY»FF.

C ôFûþI FaI O c³F ³FUe³F JF¯F ²FûS ¯FF¨Fe A´FZÃFF

» F û I À F Ø F F ´ F i d ° F d ³ F ² F e

³ F F ¦ F ´ F c S : U F Q ´ F i d ° F U F Q U A F S û ´ F
´ F i ° ¹ F F S û ´ F F a ³ F e ¦ F F þ ° F A À F » F Z » ¹ F F ³ F F ¦ F ´ F c S
¸FW F´FFd»FI F I ¸FÊ̈ FFS e ÀFW I FS e ¶FhIZ ¨¹FF
d³FUO ¯FbI e°F S dUUFS e VFFa°F°FZ°F ¸F°FQF³F
´ F c ¯ F Ê Ó F F » F Z . Q S ¸ ¹ F F ³ F ¹ F F d ³ F U O ¯ F b I e ° F
x v . z q M ¢ I Z ¸ F ° F Q F ³ F Ó F F » F Z .
¸F°FQF³FF´FFÀFc³F QcS S FdW »FZ»¹FF su M ¢IZ
¸ F ° F Q F S F a ¸ F ² ¹ F Z ¸ F d W » F F I ¸ F Ê ¨ F F º ¹ F F a ¨ F F
À F ¸ F F U Z V F W û ° F F W Z d U V F Z ¿ F . À F û ¸ F U F S e
À F F ¹ F a I F T ´ F ¹ F Ë ° F d ³ F U O ¯ F b I e ¨ ¹ F F ³ F a ° F S

¶FhIZ US I û¯F°¹FF ´FG³F»F¨FF °FF¶FF AÀFZ»F
W Z À´Fá W ûBÊ»F.

À F b ¸ F F S Z t q q I û M e Ô ¨ F e U F d ¿ F Ê I
C »FFP F»F AÀF»FZ»¹FF ¶FhIZ ¨Fe d³FUO ¯FcI
I S û ³ F F ¸ F b T Z Ó F F » F e ³ F ½ W ° F e . ° ¹ F F ° F ¨ F
S Fª¹FF°F ÀFØFF¶FQ»F ÓFF»¹FF³Fa°FS ÀFW I FS e
ÀFaÀ±FFa¨¹FF d³FUO ¯FcI F ´FbP Z P I »F¯¹FF°F
AF»¹FF W û°FF. ¹FaQF¨¹FF d³FUO ¯FcI e°F °Fe³F
´ F G ³ F Z » F A F W Z . ¶ F h I Z U S À F b ¸ F F S Z r y
U¿FFË´FFÀFc³F »FûI Ii Fa°Fe ´FG³FZ»F¨FZ U¨FÊÀU
AFW Z. ¹FaQF¨¹FF ´Fä FUFd¿FÊI d³FUO ¯FbI e°F
d V F Ã F I I ¸ F Ê ¨ F F S e A F § F F O e A F d ¯ F

´ F d S U ° F Ê ³ F ´ F G ³ F Z » F ³ F Z ° F ¦ F O Z A F ½ W F ³ F d Q » F Z
A À F » ¹ F F ³ F Z ¸ F û N Z ² F ¢ I ¶ F À F ¯ ¹ F F ¨ F e
V F ¢ ¹ F ° F F U ° F Ê U » F e þ F ° F A F W Z . ¸ F F Â F , W Z
²F¢IZ ÀF²¹FF¨¹FF ÀFØFF²FFº¹FFa³FF ¶FÀF¯FFS
I e AF½W F³F QZ̄ FFº¹FFa³FF W Z C ôFF W û¯FFº¹FF
¸ F ° F ¸ F û þ ¯ F e ³ F a ° F S À ´ F á W û B Ê » F . E I c ¯ F
t , v u q ¸ F ° F Q F S F a ´ F ` I e s , w y x
¸ F ° F Q F S F a ³ F e ¸ F ° F Q F ³ F I Z » F Z . y v t
¸F°FQFS Fa³Fe ¸F°FQF³FFI O Z ´FFN dR S U»Fe.
S Z V F e ¸ F ¶ F F ¦ F ¹ F Z ± F e » F ¸ F W F ° ¸ F F R b » F Z
À F · F F ¦ F È W F ° F C ô F F À F û ¸ F U F S e À F I F T e y
U F þ Z ´ F F À F c ³ F ¸ F ° F ¸ F û þ ¯ F e » F F À F b ÷ U F ° F
W û ¯ F F S A F W Z ° ¹ F F ¸ F b T Z ° F e ³ F W e ´ F G ³ F » F ¨ ¹ F F
C ¸FZQUFS U ÀF¸F±FÊI F°F C °ÀFbI °FF AFW Z.

¸FW F´FFd»FI F I ¸FÊ̈ FFS e ÀFa§FM ³FF d³FUO ¯FcI e°F xv M ¢IZ ¸F°FQF³F
AFþ ¸F°F¸Fûþ¯Fe; yvt ¸F°FQFS Fä Fe ´FFN




